Novel strategies for the use of antibiotics.
Recent data have suggested an extension of the use of nasal mupirocin into the area of infection prevention in cardiac surgery. Randomized placebo-controlled studies of preoperative mupirocin are now required to confirm these results. Two randomized controlled studies of either antiseptics or antibiotics impregnated or coating central catheters have shown advantages in terms of preventing infection compared with placebo. The role played by chlorhexidine-coated peripheral catheters is less clear.